One of che High Prieſts of the Land, 


08 Of the Degree whom Men call 


7 a | Miniftiing Friend, who writ to 7 ho, Br adbury, 
5 4 Dealer i in many Tads. ©. 
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A Declaration of TRUTH 


amin n Ho adh, 


. 2 3 
= Ef it Known unto thee, Friend Rrrjgeis, that albeit 
we, who are the People of the Lord, own thee 
not in thy proud Titles, neither in thy Office, 
4s thou exerciſelt the fame ; neither can we 
treat thee with that Diltin&ion wherewith Men diſtin- 
3 thee, foraſmuch as we do not acknowledge the 
fame (as thou dolt) to he of God: Nevertheleſs I ſhall 
treat thee reſpect ally in this thing, whereof I am now 
to commune with thee, ſeeing” thou haſt 'uttered much 
Ttuth with thy Mouth, and therefore haſt moved much 
Wrath of wicked Men againſt Wel. 

And would'd thou, Benjamin, faithfully pute the 
Light which J perceive is in thee, and which ſhineth a- 
broad far and nigh : I fay, would ft thou act according 
to the Light which 1 plainly ſe is in thee; thou ſhould'ſt 
have Praiſe ; for thou haſt verily done worthily, in that 
thou Hall reſtored the Kingdomfo them to Whom it Holes 


bb 3 8 * 


| Benja 
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* 
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(4) 
1 . and halt dethroned the Ulurpe tions of 
wicked Men, who have unrighrcouſly let themſelves 
up in the Throne of ſeſus. 
Verily, Benjamin, thou baſt done worthily, in that 
thou haſt appeared for the Cauſe ot our God a gainlt the 
Unrighteouſneſs ot Men; and haft not been ad, nei- 


ther diſcouraged, when they have riſen” up againſt thee || V 
with great Wrath: And I am ſent unto thee to declare tl 
in words of Seriouſneſs, that thou ſhould'ſt not faint, I Þ 
neither be diſmay d, for that many of the Faithful Ser - . K 
vants of God are wich thee in this thing, and do ſay un- u 
to thee God. ſecd, which thou knoweſt we are forbid- N 
den to ſay unto the ungodly, and unto Men who ale tr 
not led in the right way. 3 
Huving thus given my Teſtimony to thy good Works, | 

I communcated my Intentioũs to Friends? Among thei. 3 

\ JAminadab, a righteous Man, tearing not the Face of || h 
Men, but feat ing God only, "faith unto thee, that his h 


Heart | is likewile with thee in the thing which thou, halt 
aid; to wit, That the Power ot Men, or the Laws ef u 


Men, have no Anthority to interfere with, or to join tl 

their Power with the Right Hand of Jeſus, who allows | tl 

no Partners in the Throne of his Glorious Kingdom am | 

Earth, any more than he will admit Partners in the || 

Thione of his. Glority'd Kingdom in Heaven.  More- | hi 

_ over, he hack ſent Me eſſengers unto me, ſaying, . Speax H 

thou Ebenezer in the Eaxs of Benjamin Hoadey, and E 

y unto him, Fear not the Face ot Men, tho” many | 
riſe up againſt thee, ſaying, Thou lyelt, then lyeſt; Jin 

for verily thou lyelt not Benjamin, but halt ſpcken the 18 

Truth, and it ſhall prevail. „ 

Aare, 4 Man filled with Knowledge, and 4 Tenchet "SM 

of Wiſdom, ſent alſo unta me, ſaving, Ebene aar, thee te 

things which Amzinadab cur, Friend hath. communicated: | tc 
date thee Sager ene Hoody, are ings from I 
| av out „ 
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- fayour of Truth; and thou wilt do well to- ſpeak 


the ſaid Benjamin, ſaying, Fear not Benjamin, for. 


- 


verily. they be better Men, and more in number, that 
are with thee than thoſe that be againſt the. 
I I might name unto thee many Friends, endowed with 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, who ſpeak well 95 8 
that thou halt ſpoken the Truth with great boldne 


* 
x 


will be thy ſtrong Helper againſt all thine Enemies, and 


will affiſt thee to ſilence the Gain-fayers of thy Doc- 
trines for verily, the King is an unfelgned Friend unto = 


the Truth, and would be willing, that all Men ſhould 


walk in the path to Heaven, howbeit he may, not be in- 


lightned equal to our Friends, which nevertheleſs. we 
his Heart over untq us w wh 
And albeit Friend Benjamin, thou att not) 

unto the faithful Servants of God our Friends, bu 


% 


2 


* 


the Darkneſs. of the World; yet forafmuch as thou join 


. 
F 


eſt with us in the Truth, we embrace theggwillingly, 
| nothing doubting but that the Heayenly Light, which = 
bas ſhone out in thy Word, will. hereatter ſhine. in thy 
Heart; and thou wilt come over more. perfect unto us 


Friends, who are already eltabliſhedain,the Truth. 
And I am the farther confirm d. in che truth hereof, 


in chat thou halt Ia boldly, acknowledged the Luthe ol. 


God, being the ſame. profeſſed. by us, and for, the ſake 


whereof we are inclin'd. to think well. of chee; and: 


ſeeing IJ have informed thee that thou haſt ſo exactly 


taught what we in Principle believe, and clcfely ad here 
to in Practice, I ſhall let thee. know, Beni ain, how 


Fractly thou agreeſt with us who have feceived the 


I* 
* 


wile 
Men are with thee, and good Men are with thes; and 


i for 


and 
haſt not feared to utter it, even in the Tag. the 
King, and we may not boubt but that our Lord the King 


hope he may hereafter be, it God ſeeth it good to bring 

| Joined 

= ur, Fr ur that 
thou for a little while: remaineſt, as to ſome things, in 


Truth, 


— 


in which thou haſt declared them, or but with ſmall va- 
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Spirit af the Lori thar makes Men truly Religious, and "|| | 
| 


eeeking the 205 of any Man's Perſon or Eſlate. _ 
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Alſo even in the ſame words 


and that we hold. 
taught, and 


the 4. F Truth, or of thoſe things about 


-", | 
, * 3 


, " 7 * 


nn 


Concerning Religion, we believe, that it is only the © 


1 
4 


* 


u Man sight 70 be compelled to or from any exerciſe 

or practice in Religion, 95 

but every Man ought to be left free, as the Lord ſhall | 
 perfwade his own mind, in doing, or lexving undone this 
or the other prattice in Religion; and every Man of © | 
what Profeſſion in Religion ſocver' ought ro-be progetf- 


any outward Lew or Power, 1 


ed in Peuet᷑; provided himſelf be a Man of Peace, nat 


- 
. 


And we believe, That to reprove falſe Opinions and . 


| 4 5 <2 | ws b „ Ye | 5 as. - | G 
tk nſec ount. Dol vines and 4 75 | ſeeking to conomee 9 


them that oppoſe themſelves, by Eybortation on fharp 


55 


Reproof, by word or goriting, 0 Wl ne to be counted 4 
breath of the Peace ;"or to Five about the things of the © 


* 


Kingdom of God, by len H contrary Minds or Fude- | + 
mente, this ought not to he 7 | 2 
and then Laws : for we Hie ve that the outward Laws || © 

' and Powers of the Earth are only to preferve Mens | © 
Perſons and Eſtates,” and not 7 Men in Opi- i 


niſhed by the Magiſtrates | 


nions: neither ought the Laws of the Nation to be laid, 


L mm ehion,” OS HT Torn t 


= 5 . * 


And we believe. That Chrift is, and ought only to be 
Lord end Exercifer of ' Mens Conſciences, and his Spirit 
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_ things, which is according to God; which 
exerciſe of a pure Conſcience towards God. 
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4a we believe, Thur Obediente and Subj eftion in the 
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451 belongs t0 Shperiar s, and. that Subjecle ght 10 


obey them | in the Lord] that haue rule ob hem: = 


that Children ought 1b obey their Parents, and Hives 


their Husbards, and Servants. their. Maſters in dil | 


7nd i in the 


But where 


Rzlers, Fe * Maſters, or 35 other, command or 


require Subjecli ion in any thing which is contrary to God, | 


or not according to him, in ſuch caſes all People ae 
fee, and ought to obey God rather than Man; and we 
believe, that herein God will juſtiſy them, being guided 


und Ed by bis $þ irit in all that Oy: 1s aal . out : 
* all that which it evil. 


Hlerein Friend Aae wen mayel ke,: as I Vi- 
w_ of clear Ligkt, that chou art in rhe lame Way of 
Truth with us, Rat have Freedom tou own thee therein ; 
for verily thou haſt clealy tellifed unto.che Truth which 
we believe, in that tliou haſt likewiſe. ſaid, even in our 
Words, That every Man ought to le tft Free as the | 
Tord all per ſwade his own Mind... ly ot age 0. 

Now Benjamin let it not nfrage unto they,” ar | 
1 ſay unto thee, that theſe are our own Words ; for ! 
-fpeak chetein with. Truth and Soberneſs, referring thee 

r Teſtimony thereof 875 a little Book publiſhed more 
"wha Forty and Five by a Body of our 
Friends, and Signed iy Tbs. 


ook; a Man endowed 
with a Spirit of: a ſound Mind, and alſo by three other 


Ancients, who were ers Men of true Wiſdom. 


This Book is Entituled, Trerhys Principles, &c. in which 


| 1 | haſt age Publick, * the ; Command of the King, I 


Bock the Words which [ have written unto thee above, - 
ae to be found, 


Searching likewiſe thy Bock. Benje amin, „ which thou | 


bud 


mY * 


(8) 
bh ches Words which 1 hope thou Halt learned from 
our Friends above written; to wit, That the Language 


of the Word is, That 22 wing the Terrbrs of the Lord, 


doe ſhould pe: perſival? Men; bur that the Language of the 
Mens Condat. who profeſs to ſucceed Him that Taught 


the other, is, That having the Terrors of this World in 


their power, they' do 55 perſwade Men, but Force their 
outward: Profeſſ 1 af gain wa bet iriward Per ſroalion.... wo 
Verily tliou 5 ſpok 
| Light of the Spitit; 220 this is 2 Truth which the 
of the World cannot” be able to teſilf. Verily, Friend 
Benfumin, we agree with thee, that the Kin gdom of je- 
ſus is not ot this World, and chat the Laws of his King- 


Gom likewiſe, and the Rewards and” Puniihments 3 
thoſe Laws, are ſuited to rhe wa of thoſe Laws, and to 


the Nature of his Kingdom: No. Benjamin, I will 
uſe thy Words as chou bt uſed the 
who Wenk before thee; to wit, „ The Laws of this 


„ Kingdom, therefore, as Chriſt 1 rt, have nothing 


ef 1h World in their view; ho endency, either 10 
the Exaltation of Hue, in worldly Pomp and Dignity ; 
or to their abſolut Dominion over. the Faith and Re- 

* ligions Conduct of Others of his Subjects; FF to the 
« erecking of any ſort of Tempot dt Kingdom, und det. * 


*Copert or Name of a $p; ritual 


Tie Sanftions of Chriſt's TI * Kees and 
Not the Rewa tas 


mM ©, Pieniſhments. Y But of what ſort ? 


T © $4 % 


«of this World; net the Offices, 1 r Glories, of this 
n bmg, Fines, £7 
x any leſſer and-tnore moc erate Penalties: Aki not 
c the much leſſer Nezatior Diſcourazenients th hel ong 
king that 
Inſtruments of 75 den a Per ſua ron, 
Far as the Great 


« Stite'z not the Palns of Priſons, 


to Humane Society. © He was far from thin 
e Theſe could be th 
1 „de e thought acceptable to God. 


Benjamin, as one 1 | 


ds os wiſe, Men, 


of his Kingdom, wa? to — Ment to, mf | 
5 de ker FD 


4h 98 9 "R 

& after th ſhort Images of. it were over here * 3 

« ſo, He took his Aotives from that place where his 

0 King dom firſt began, and where it was at laſt to end; 

. 2 — thoſe Rewards and Puniſhments in a future State, | 
« which had no relation to this World : And to ſhew 

& that his Kingdom was not of this Woz Id, all the Sanc- 
« tions which He thought fir to Ye to His Laws, were 

not of this World at all. 

I confirm theſe thy Poſitions and Doftrines Renens, 
with my Voie, and give thee Praiſe therefore, for ve- 
rily thou art worthy of Praiſe, not only that thou baſt 

ſpoken boldly the Truth, but for that thou halt done it 
in the Face of the Adverſary, and haſt not been afraid. 
And Bleſſed be the King, into whoſe Heart God hath 
put it, to frown upon the Gainſayers; and albeit they 
were gathered together againſt thee, he hath ſcattered 
them, and hath ſent them away diſcouraged. | | 

Neither do I flatter thee witn my Lips; for Friends 

are not Guilty of ſuch things, and it would be in me a 
great: Iniquity; but I ſpeak to thee in Sincerity and in 
Truth, and my Thoughts are moved to utter the Words 
of my Mouth; for verily thou haſt dethroned and pul- 
led down that Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, whick 
bas Exalted himſelf; thou Haſt valiantly Encountred tbe 
Nibe of ungodly Prielts, who have by an Injurious 
Uſage of the Lord's People, for many Years uſvrped the 
eie of King Jeſus, and have exerciſed Dominion 
over the Souls who they have had committed by Men 
unto their Charge; theſe they haye Tyrannized over, 
and have Cruelly Perſecuted under pretence of Authori- | 
ty from Jeſus ; albeit Jeſus the truę King and only Head 
of all true Believers, as thou haſt well laid, hach siven . 
no ſuch Authority unto them. 5 
| Now concerning Miniſters [ will tell thee what Friend * 
do Aurel) Receive and "Ps, and I will not give thee 


JJ ⅛-àAAA ᷣ v ah rnd 


D 


— , n n I a 
— + r 
4 4 uf * 1 ed . , 9 9 * 


1 10 77 
my own words, but the words of the ſaid Dedaration, 
of Tyautrh's Principles mention d before; to wit, 


< Such Minifters as are made by God, who are ſancti⸗ W 


te fied by his Word and Power, who have freely received 


66 effect Gifts from God, and {9 by the Spirit and 


60 Power of God are ſent forth into the World, to turn 
the People from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 


Power of Satan to the Power of God; who freely 
% Miniſter- unto. others, without coveting any Man's 


4 Gold, or Silver, ot Apparel; not ſeeking theirs, but 
ce them: Warning every Man and teaching dien Man 


— in Cbrilt ſelus: Aden 48 minder Rom the Spi- 


« fit, and have the Word of God abiding in them; who | 
are never unprovided. but at all times and ſeaſons, 
e and in all places, do ſpeak and declare the Truth, as. 


(they are moved and inſtructed, and as the Spirit of. 
Truth doth give them utterance; Such Miniſters we 
„ own, and have in great eſteem. _ 


This we ſurely do Believe, Benjamin, and thou haſt 5 
done worthily in concurring with us, and in that thou 
haſt taken away from thoſe who call themſelves Mini. 


ters, all that Power and pretended Authority which 


\ 


they allume, and which we ſay they-uſurp contrary to 


the Nature of che Office of a Miniſter, which we alſo 


Declare to be only to Teach and Inſtruct, not to Terrify 
and Affright the People of the Lord; and herein we 
know, thit altho' thou wilt offend them, and they will 
ſher great Wrath againſt thee therefore; yet, J /ay, 
we know thou haſt ſpoken the Truth againſt them, and 


I concur with thee therein; nay, Lacknowledge thee and 


own thee therein, becauſe thou haſt concarred with us 
in the Truth, not doubting but thou wilt be farther in- 
lightned, in the Lord's due time, to ſoyn with Friends 


: in al the N of wb which We NEWER: 7 
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I muſt farther fay in thy behalf, Friend Benjamin; 
| That thou haſt ſpoken Excellent words of Witdom in de- 
J fiance of the Men of high Notions, who are of the Tribe 
1 | who chou didſt belong to in former time; for thou haſt 
n | taken the People out of their hands, and haſt fer then 
e | free from the mock Terrors of Vain Men, ſuch as they 
5 call the Artillery of the Church; which we that know 
' || the ways of Truth; are acquainted with the Deceitful- 
ir | net ; and as I Glory in thy Words thereupon, TI ſhall 

n | repeat them in thy praiſe as followeth, to wit 
n | © Not the leaſt Tittle of Salvation or Damnatign 

i. | © depends upon the Will of weak Men, but all upon 
o | © God and your Selves ; Humane Benedictions, Humane 
s | © Abſolutions, Humane Denunciations, Humane Excom- 

as. | © munications, have nothing to do with the Favour of 
of | Anger of God: But are Humane Engins, permitted to 
e © work (Ie other Evils) by Providence. 

5 _ Theſe are Excellent Things ſpoken with Wiſdom, and 
t thou ſhalt have due praiſe of the ſame: Likewife haft 
du | thou Batter'd down the ſtrong Holds of Satan, in thy 


ij. Words on the ſame Subject. 


"4 i ; In all your Religious Concerns, that effect your Eter-" 
to | © nal Salvation, and yourT:z/e to God" (Favour, your Rulę 
© | _ © is plain and evident Chr#ft is your ſole Law. giber, and 
J 
we | © Excommunicate the Proteſlant Non: jurors F e Non 5 
im | © jurors may Extommunicate the High-Churth- Men, as 
well as all other Britiſp Proteſtants, who pray forKing 
3a | © George: Theſe again may Excommunicate, Uncharch, 
ad | © Unchriſtian, thoſe whoſe Church Government, or I ur- 
us | © /hip, differ from their own ; ard h ße again may Fxet- 
in- | © <ifethe fame Spiritual Diſcipline, wherever theit Ter. 


"dg: | © tors can extend themſclves :' They may thus ſcatter 
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| e „ 
“ ſaying, Are we not in Sport; and they tray every. one 
<« Flatrer themſelbes, that this Power Fibe Keys, ſhuts. 
“ out from the Catholic Church here, and from the 4 
« Kingdom of Heaven hereafter : But it is in truth only MW / 
ee from themſelves that they can Excommunicate : And 
& this is very often their own Cime, and their own 
Las: but Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſiles have plainly 
. told you wh it is, and what alore that ſhall cut you 
_ © off from him; and declared a Curſe upon all who 
« Preach any other Goſpel, and conſequently, who add 
any thing as abſolutely neceſſary to his Favour, which 
he hath not made ſo. V 
© To theſe Truths of thine, ſich I call them, as thou 

© haſt been honouted to ſpeak them fiſt among Men, I 
bear my Teſtimony, and the good People, the People 
of the Lord, deſpiſed by Men, of whom I am the mean- 
_ eſt, have born their Teſtimony many Years ago: I ſay, 
with rhee, that the boaſted Terms which thoſe Men 

made wicked uſe of, ſuch as Regular and uninterrupted 
Succeſſons, Autloritative Benedictions, Excommunica- 
ꝛionc, Abſolutions, &c. are Vain Words, mere Terrors | , 
of, Men, not the Terrors of the Lord, Niceties and Tri- 
Nes: And therefore it is that we diſown the whole Te- 
nor and Subſtance of the Canons and Inſtitutions of that 
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which they prophanely, as I doubt not thou wilt intime 
be led by theſe Lights to do alſo; I Deſpiſe and Con- 


temn all the prerended Authority of that which they 
weakly and impertinemly call, a Power derived from 
_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles: I know no Miniſters but ſuch 
as is before deſcribed ; as for ſuch. as are brought uf at 
Schools and Colleges, and ſo made Miniſters by the will 
f Man, who have not freely received perfet Gifts from 
God for perfecting of the Saints, but denies Perfection, 
end ſo denies the Miniſters Work, neither do minifler 
freely, but ſeek for Gain from their Quarters, and will 
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the Word of God, but plead for à continuance in Sin 
hie People walk wufon the Earth Such as Mini- 


—: IE. + 


= 2 


by their induſiry provide themſelves, and are not pro- 
Gided of the IF f 


„ 


0 


(hearing, but never able to come to the true Knowledge 


h f: of God: Such caled Minifters we do deny and turn. | 
Von them, and teſtifie againſi them, as the holy men of + | 


u God formerly 77 ang but Poles FREE IN 
11 I doubt not, Friend Benjamin, but thy Words tend 
e || to bring thee to the ſame Juſt Contempt, that I have 
- | entertained, - and that Friends moſt righteouſly do enter- 


„ tain of theſe wnca//ed Prieſts, and that in the mean time 


thou wilt, by thy /ober and weighty Speeches, bring 


d all that wicked Hierarchy, which thoſe Prieſts ſo violent- 
- | ly contend for, into Contempt among the Peg ple. 
l am therefore moved to bear my Teſtimony with 


- | thee againſt them; foraſmuch as they ,uſuriping high 


= Dignity and Authority, have erected a Kingclom which | 


t they ſay is the Kingdom of Jeſus ; howbeit, as I verily 


e think, it is a Kinadom of this World, frorafmuch as 


- | they exerciſe Juriſdictions which be of this JVorld there- 
in, and have taken to themſelves Powers which be of 


of Men, which Friends ſy, they have no Right to do: 


gl VP. VW 


my 


not Pricach without a price; who are not ſan{ified by N 


ier from the Letter, and not from the Spirit; who ; 
cannot Preach except they have time to Study, and ſo 


ord (ſuch. a Miniſtry is of Works and not 
the Free Gift. from God) ſuch cannot profit People, but © 
lead them captroe in an empty and dead Form, always 


themſelves ; which nevertheleſs they take upon them 

to fay, are deſcended to them, and by tine notions and 
pretences of a Succeſſion of 'thoſe Powers, they alſume _ 
a Right to Exerciſe thoſe t'owers over the Conſciences 


And furthermore we ſay and believe, That whereas 
they Exerciſe the Power and Authority which alone 
belongs to King Jeſs,” the King and fole Chiet of bis | 


1 eee eee 
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faithful Followers; they therefore ere their owi1 King- 
dom, not the Kingdom of King Feſus, and 6xercile 
the Authority and Power, which is his only, as their 
IQ rejoice, Benjamin, that thou haſt publiſhed true 
Do&rive, and haſt given thy teſtimony. with us to the 
Truth, which we on ſo good and ſolid Foundations 
 haverereivd; and I queſtion not but thou wilt be af- 
 tiſted by the Spirit of Truth to pull down and over- 
throw the whole Power, Hierarchy and Conſtitution of || w 
that People who call themſelves The Church; verily, || tt 
they are Uſurpers of the Kingdom and Throne of King I c: 
Feſrls 3 and thou malt be a Champion of the Truth, in || tl 
that rhou ſhalt overthrow rhoſe Eccleſiaſtick Principa- d 
lies and Powers, which ate not of God, and ſhalt | tt 
eſtalbliſh true Religion in that mighty Principle of Hea- F 
venly Light, in which it is only to be found. tt 
This is that inward Revelation which thou haſt been N 
_ obliged to bear thy Teſtimony unto, (viz) That Light h 
which pe>:ſwades the Minds of Men, and whereby every || al 
ttep of Reformation which hath been made in the || tc 
World, ba th been juſtified, {ind which, as thou ſayeſt c 
well, is all the Account which Proteſtants can give for || v 
their being t eform'd from the People call'd Paprſts. 2 
And douintlels thou haſt iy the fame Arguments | 
 Juſtified all th oſe, the People of the Lord, who being || © 
Pe ſwaded in themſelves of their being guided by Hea- J. 
_ venly Light, Have Rparated, and withdrawn from theſe || tl 
_ Ofarpations, of which thou h aft ſpoken fo worthily, I 
And what renmains, beloy ed Friend Bezjamin, but Ie 
that thou ſhouldſt, according; as thou haſt worthily be- I 
f Nun. and according to the [; ight which fhineth in thy Ir 
Mind, ſeparate thy fel, fon thefs Uſurpers of unrigh- v 
reous Authority, and joining, e by {elf with 75 Friends f 
do Truth, ſhouldſt bear thy 1 eltimony againſt all 19 
„„ ü ! 
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godlives f x, verily Benjamin, thou canſt not but 


de and abhor t. he Doctrine which theſe Men teach, fay- 


ing, We are the Church, and. 5 wit 
thou knowelt is falſe, and is not of God, and that 
the Power which they uſe is not of God, but js the 


Power of Men, ten ding to ungodly Dominion and U- 
ſurpation; ſuch as ti hat of the Pope of Rome, which 
nevertheleſs they ha ve diſewned while they yet 


— ĩ ES e 
For verily, Benjamin, it ſeemeth to me that thou 


who halt received ſuch Li. Sht, and haſt acknowledged 


the Truths which are direct iy contrary to theſe Men, 


canſt not, any longer contir ue among them, or wear 


thoſe prophane Enfigns of Id olatry, whereby thou art 


hurch, and Power is with us; which 


diſtinguiſhed from other Men, even in a manner which 


thou thy ſelf knowelt is not app pinted. b, King Jeu: 
For verily, Benjamin, the Robes of Diſtinction which 


thou weareſt, and wherewith thou art honoured among 


Men, are the Enfigns of that uſurp' Power which thou 


haſt ſo worthily condemned, and thou canſt not longer 
abide among 


contrary to the Doctrine which thou haſt taught, and 
which we the Lord's Feople have fo many - Years 
VVV 
| Wherefore I am mov'd to advertiſe thee, in behalf 


« 


of the Truth, that thou ſhouldſt not delay any longer 


thou haſt already ſo worthily pleaded : For why ; 


Joining thy ſelt unto the Lord's People, whoſe Cauſe 


thoſe who thou knowelt are the Enen'es - 
to the Light which thou haſt receiv d, and who walk 


ſhouldſt thou not cauſe thy Life and thy Doctrine to 


conform unto each other? And why ſhouldft thou de- 
cline to profeſs openly thy adherence to the Lord's Peo- 


ple, whilſt thou doſt not decline to teach the Principles 
which they believe, and which they have received 


from the beginning e 
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It is true, Benjamin, the mean and 1gumble Station 
of thoſe who be Teachers and Miniſters of the Lord a- 
mong us, may not be agreeable to thy / preſent Temper, 

who art exalted to be great among Men ; but whereas 
thou knowelt that the Kingdom of J is not of this 
World, and that likewiſe His Rew ards are not of this 
World, as thou haſt moſt worthily, taught; ſo Benjamin, 
how fhouldſt thou nor reject the Honours given by 
Men, which are the Rewards i fluing from that uſurped 
Power which. is not according, to the Laws of bis King-. 
dom! Theſe ſincerely, according to thy own Rules, are 
not of God, neither canſt tlaou, who art now enlightned 
from a higher Spirit, ſubm to be deck d with their Or- 
naments, but ſhouluſt call them off, like as, Chriſtians 
in Primitive Times refused to be deck d with the Gar- 
Linde and Veſiments of, Idolatrous Prieſts; and like as 
----- thoſe People who are called Prote ſtants, refuſe and de- 
telt the Habilimen's and Veliments, Titles, Dignities 
and Diſtinctions, of” the Popiſh Prielts, chooſing to be 


| called by the rnily venerable Name of Miniſters of 


Chriſt, rather tian by tbe Titles of Popes, Cardinals, 
Abbots, Monks, Friers, and the like. 5 


Poraſmuch then as the Uſurpers pl | 
Authority of King Jt ſus have manifeſtly invaded his 
Crown and Judicatory alſo, as thou haſt ſaid, and have 
ſet up Marks of their uſurp'd Authority, to wit, their 
. Amtichiiltian Excommunications, Ab ſolutions, Exor- 
ciſms, and other prophane Practices, and have likewiſe 
given Honours, which , our Lord and only Soveraign 
Jieſus Chriſt never gave, it ſeemeth unto me, that thou 
Benjamin, who halt ſo mantully dethroned their Power 


and with the Words of thy Mouth; I fay, it ſeemeth 
unto me that thou canlt not receive the Honours given 


f the Power and 


and Authority, and haſt expoſed their Uſurpation to ſuch 
Contempt, or at leaſt haſt contemned it in thy Heart, 
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by that uſurpec thou Bleach UPC 
a- I the aforefaid Declaration of thy Principles, and acking 


r, | therein contraty to the Light which is within the. 


as ll Furthermore, Benjamin, I admoniſh thee to confi 
It 


is chat thou canſt not abide in the Truth which thou ha 


7s || now taught in thy Speaking Place, and publiſhed with 
n, || boldneſs in Printed Papers, unleſs thou comet out from 


by among that ſort of People, of whom thou art ſaid now 


ed to be a Ruler ; foraſmuch as thou haſt declared them 


2. || to be Workers of Iniquity, and Sons of Belia!: Thy 
> | Conſcience therefore will not ſuffer thee to be called any 


Benjamin, be joined unto Uſurpers of the Authority of 


groer and Governour of his Kingdom ? Do not thele 


nd | knoweſt that it is not. Wherefore, O Man, remove thy 
his | RIF ſpeedily from theſe Men; yea, I know thou wilt 
we || remove thy ſelf from them: For why ſhouldR thou 
eir be found at laſt in the company of thoſe Men whom 
% || thou haſt filled with Contempt, ſaying, They are Ene- 
viſe mies to the Kingdom of 7e/us in the World. 


ign | Vetily, Benjamin, thou haſt done well in that thou 


ou haft openly declared the Iniquity of thoſe who have 


ver || armed themſelves with unlawful Power, and have ex- 
uch erciſed Tyranny over their Brethren, Lee, Ye mult 


art, J Join with us, otherwiſe ye ſhall go to Priſon ; or other- 
eth | wiſe you ſhall, have no. Honour, or Part or Lot among 
ven uss whereas King Feſus never left any ſuch Com- 


. ˙•m "3 ARE ones 
ed Authority without ſome Breach upon 


longer by their Name; neither canſt thou be found any 
longer to.own and join thy ſelf untq them: Canſt thou, 


thy Maſter and King ? Canſt thou ſhare his Power, 
whom thou haſt ſo loudly declared to be the /o/e Law- 


Men continue their Uſurpations ? Do they not continue 
to claim that Authority which, a thou haſt ſaid, apper- 
tains only to Chriſt the King? And thou knowelt, Ben- 
jamin, they will continue to claim the ſame, and to 
exerciſe it, as if it was granted unto them, albeit thou _ 


| ,(.48.) 2 25 | 1 
mandment: But it remaineth as a Difficulty, or Doubt, 
unto us who are Friends, how thou canſt, Benjamin, 7 
lay a Confederacy with theſe Men! Art not thou there- | 
in an Uſurper alſo with them of the Power and Autho- 1 
| 
\ 
0 


rity of thy only Lord and King; and that in a much 
groſſer manner than they? Verily, Benjamin, if thou 
come not out from among them, thou wilt give oc- 
caſion to wicked Men to ſay of thee, that thou haſt aid 
that in thy Teaching Office which thou wilt not put | * 
in practice in thy own Perſon ; and they will bak J 
evil words of thee /qying, Thou teachelt, Men to do | 
hat thou ſhunneſt to do thy ſelf; and that thou ſhun- || 1 
neſt not thoſe things which thou teacheſt others to || | 
- ſhun. and avoid. Moreover, Benjamin, Art thou not! 
even at this time, and after the ſitnilitude of thine own | __ 
words, according to thy own Doctrine, an Ulurper of 
the Authority of King. Zeus, in that thou continueſt 
to exerciie that ſame Power, of which thou haſt faid 
that King Jeſus gave no ſuch Power unto Men, 10 wit, 
that profane unlawful Power which thoſe whom Men 
call Biſhops generally exerciſe over their Brethren, op- 
preſſing the ord's People in their ungodly Courts. 
Doſt thou not prefide in thy uſurped . exer- 
ciſing that Power there which thou haſt ſaid, 20e Lord 
bath not given thee a Right to exerciſe ? And doſt 
thou not there make uſe of thoſe things which thou 
haſt owned to be Trifes and Nullitiet, to wit, Excom- 
munications, Abſolurions, and ſuch like things? I Ay, 
Doſt thou not ſuffer theſe things to be done, in thy 
Name. to the Subjects of thy Lord, in thoſe Seats of 
Evil Men called Eccleſiaſtick Courts? And how canlt 
thou do this after thou haſt ſo plainly told us, that this 
iro mike thy ſelf King in the ſtead of thy King Jeſus. 
Nay, Friend Benjamin, in this thou haſt not done well; 
foraſmuch alſo, as thou haſt ſinned herein n he 


the things which they Profeſs. 


1 # 
Light that is in thee, and haſt cauſed thy Feet to tread 
aſide out of the Path of Truth, which thou haſt chalked 


out fof others, that they might walk therein: But 1 


truſt that thou wilt be guided by the good Spit it, and 
by the light of Truth fhining in thy Soul, and then thou 
wilt be ſure to come away and remove from the Tents 

C“ a Tr Ts 
Wherefore, Friend Benjamin, as I know that the 
Truth hath been ſpoken by thee, I warn thee, for thy 


Roe that thou come out ſpeedily from among them; 
y do 


wn thy painted Veſtments, and prophane Trin- 
kets, the Enfigns of that Uſutpation upon tho Lord and 
Maſter's Kingdom, which thou halt 10 faithfully born 
thy Teltimony agrinſt; F fay, Texhort thee to lay them 


down ſpeedily, and come out from among them forth- 


with; joining thy ſelf unto us, whole Principles thou 


haſt acknowledged : So fhall thy Life and Doctrine be 
Uniform, and thou ſhalt be ſure to deſerve that Bleſſing 


which attends thoſe who are nor aſhamed to Practice 


* 


Likewiſe, Benjamin, this will enable thee to over- 


come the Gainſiyers ; for behold they do already up- 


braid thee herewirh'; and verily the Man called Andrew 


Snape, hath ſpoken unto thee: Words of ſcorning with = 


boldneſs, in a Book which he ſtileth, a Letter written 
unto thee; and in the Twenty and Fifth Page thereof, 
that if the Caſe be as thou haſt ſaid, it is the Men cab. 
led Parſons, have nothing more to do but to throw up 
their Orders, ſince their Church hath no need of them, 


and ſince they not only do no Service, but are Guilty of 
4 Criminal Uſurpat inn. = 


© Likewiſe hath the ſame Andrew Snape id unto thee | 
in his ſaid Book, and in the Fhirty and Sixth Page there- 


of, theſe words, r wir, That he doth not ſee how, f 


n theſe Principles, thou canſt rake thy place in tie 


C 2 


Provin- 
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Provincial Sanbedrim of the bn or 1 MY 
canſt require Subſcripticns or Declarations of thoſe of 
the Sons of the Prophets whom thou dofladmit to the 
Prieſthood ' among thy People, or how then canſt Ex- 
h almoſt any Af of Epiſcopal Furiſdition. *3 


No verily, Benj amin, albeit the ſame Andrew Snape 
is a Man by his Profeſſion in an evil way, and ſuch as 1 
allow not to be according to the Truth; yet neverthe- 
leſs herein hath he ſpoken unto thee words: which thou 
_ thouldelt conſider well of; for that they are ot weight 
unto thee, 70 wit, That thou ſhouldſt ſeparate thy ſelf 
from Evil-doers, whoſe ways thou knowelt to be wrong; 
and that whereas thou haſt condemned them for Ulur⸗ 
pation. and Invalion of the Kingdom of King Jr ſus, 
thou ſhouldeſt not at the ſame time continue e 
them, or ſit in thy Seat in their Aſſemblies. 
Moreover, it ſeemeth unto me, Benjamin, that where- 
as thou haſt replied to Andrew Snape. in harſh Words, 
faying, That he bath evil entreated thee, and hath writ- 
ten bitter things againſt thee, and things which favour 
not of Truth; yet nevertheleſs, I perceive that thou haſt 
not ſaid one word unto him to Gainſay what he hath 
told thee concerning thy coming out from among them, 
or that thou canſt not, by thy own Principles, take thy 
Seat in the Aſſembly of thy Prieſts ; wherefore I rejoice 
in thy behalf, cites doubting but that thou wilt come 
and join thy ſelf with the Lord's People, who are Friends 
n; to the Truth. and unto all that thou haſt faid of the 
Uſurpation of Men, and as I have already given thee 
to underſtand, have many Years received the Truths 
which thou halt Preached at. this day. 
Neither let it prieve thee, Friend Seid that thou 
ſhalt relinquiſh the things wich Men call Honours and 
Seewen and nb ay — the — 8 | 
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Profits vrhich thou doſt now receive; foraſmuch as thou 


knoweſt that the Rewards of the Kingdom of 7+/ug 
are not of. this World; and if the Rewards of this 


World are the SanQtions of the Kingdom whereof thou 


haſt ſpoken, then it is not of J,: So that thou ſhalt 
only relinquiſh the Rewards of this World, and ſhalt 
{ek the Rewards of that Kingdom which is not of this 


World. 


accept of my wholeſome Advice, and ſhew thy ſelf not : 
to be aſhamed of the practiſing thoſe things whereof thou 


haſt teſtify'd, ſaying, That they are Trum. 


Neither canſt thou, Friend Benjamin, be in danger of 


Joyning with any other People than thoſe, whoſe Pro- 


feſſion I have here invited thee to; ſince there are not 


any who have received the Truths which thou halt Prea- 
ched in their full Degrees, ſo as the People, who in 
contempt are called Quaſers; with whom, as I have 
ſhewed, thou haſt perfectly conformed thy {elf to the 


Honour of thy Judginent, and of the divine Light ſhew- 


OO i PT IT 
As for thoſe People callel Presbyrerians, thou canſt 


by no means joyn thy ſelf unto them, ſeeing they have 
declared themſelves in Terms greatly oppoſite to thy 
Do ctrines, faying, That Men have Power to make Laws, 
binding the Conſciences of others; and that Rewards 
and Puniſhments of this World appertain to Humane 
57 exerciſed by ſuch as they call a Succeſſion of 
Officers: Theſe their Opinions are not according to 
Truth, as Friends have received it; neither are theß 
like unto thoſe Truths which thou haſt Preached: And 
therefore we ſee that queſtionleſs thou wilt avoid allo _ 
the Erroneous Opinions of Perſecuting Presbyterians, 
and wilt joyn thy felt unto us; and this I ſpeak unto 
VVT | thee 


vp: 


(FRO 


being ſo naturally drawn from thy own 
thou wilt not Heſitate thereat, but wilt 


8 22) 
| thee with the more certaiity, de 28, Ma 
be the Lord, thou art already* come beyond 'the cor- 
rupt Tenents of thoſe People : * Moreover, beloved 
Friend Benjamin, I make known unto thee, that rhe 
laid Presbyrerians are equally guilty of thoſe things 
which the People of the Lord abhot; to wit, The pre- 
tences to a Power, which, as thou ſaid well, Feſis 
the King of all thole who are led by the light of the 
Truth, fett delegated to them; and this they not only 
ive to their Followers, but make Laws of their own ; 
fay, Humane Laws, and Sanckions of Laws, ſuch as 
22 and Puniſhments, for enforcing others to com- 
ly therewith ; to wit, That they. admit none to be 
Teachers among them, or to Preach and Prophefy unto, I 
the People, unleſs they 3 to believe and to receive 
certain Points which they call prophanely, Articles of 
Faith; wherein theſe wicked Jſurpations of Power are 
openly declared by them, ſaying, | 
1. © That the Lord Teſus, as King and Head of the 
8 Church, hath therein appointed a Government in the 
« hand of Church-Officers diſtin from the Civil Mage 


. * ftrate. 


2. That to theſe Officers the Keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven are committed; by Vertue whereof they 
4 © have Power reſpectively to Retain and Remit Sins, 
* to ſhut that Kingdom againſt the Impenitent, both 
55 by the Word and Cenſures, and to open it unto peni- 
tent Sinners, by the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and by 
« Abſolutivn from Cenſures, as occaſion ſhall require. 
That theſe Church Cenſures are neceſſary, Ic. for 
4 preventing the wrath of Gcd, which might fall upon 
_ © the Church, if they {uffer the Seal of the Covenant 
Bog W prophaned by Notorious and Obſtinare Of⸗ 
« fenders. 


Tete & things thou knowell Benjamin, are contrary 
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to the Doctrines and Poſitions which thou haſt ſo openly 
no leſs than Invaſions, and manifeſt U. 


avowed, being n 
ſurpations, of the Kingdom and Authority of King 


Jeſus, and in themſelves Nullities and Trifles.. | 
Yet theſe things, and in theſe Words, thou wilt find 


in thoſe Heads of Belief, which theſe ungodly Presbyre- 
rians call the Confeſſion of their Faith, Article the 


XXX. Howbeit, Bleſſed art thou, O Benjamin, in that 
thou haſt born thy Teltimony alſo. Wherefore I know, 


that leaving behind thee all theſe wicked and erroneous 


Opinions, and bearing witneſs ro the Truth, thou wilt 
at length joyn thy ſelf unto us; and I rejoice over thee 
in this, that thou art inlightned to know the Truth; 


Teſtifying, that I embrace thee with Affection in the 


Lord. 


Friend Timothy Greeteth thee in like manner; as allo 
James the Aged, a Lover of thoſe who forſake the Er- 
rors of the Wicked: In a word, all Friends Greet, ad 


ſpeak well of the. 


Fiore thee wel 
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